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At 4:00 am, Leonida Wanyama lit a lantern in her house made of sticks and mud. She was up long before the
sun to begin her farm work, as usual. But this would be no ordinary day, this second Friday of the new year.
This was the day Leonida and a group of smallholder farmers in western Kenya would begin their exodus, as
she said, “from misery to Canaan,” the land of milk and honey.
Africa’s smallholder farmers, most of whom are women, know misery. They toil in a time warp, living and
working essentially as their forebears did a century ago. With tired seeds, meager soil nutrition, primitive
storage facilities, wretched roads, and no capital or credit, they harvest less than one-quarter the yields of
Western farmers. The romantic ideal of African farmers––rural villagers in touch with nature, tending
bucolic fields––is in reality a horror scene of malnourished children, backbreaking manual work, and
profound hopelessness. Growing food is their driving preoccupation, and still they don’t have enough to feed
their families throughout the year. The wanjala––the annual hunger season that can stretch from one month
to as many as eight or nine––abides.
But in January 2011, Leonida and her neighbors came together and took the enormous risk of trying to
change their lives. Award-winning author and world hunger activist Roger Thurow spent a year with four of
them––Leonida Wanyama, Rasoa Wasike, Francis Mamati, and Zipporah Biketi––to intimately chronicle
their efforts. In The Last Hunger Season, he illuminates the profound challenges these farmers and their
families face, and follows them through the seasons to see whether, with a little bit of help from a new social
enterprise organization called One Acre Fund, they might transcend lives of dire poverty and hunger.
The daily dramas of the farmers’ lives unfold against the backdrop of a looming global challenge: to feed a
growing population, world food production must nearly double by 2050. If these farmers succeed, so might
we all.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Garrison:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yep,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
a move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled The Last
Hunger Season: A Year in an African Farm Community on the Brink of Change? Maybe it is for being best
activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better
than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Lynn Groff:

The publication untitled The Last Hunger Season: A Year in an African Farm Community on the Brink of
Change is the book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be
shown to an individual. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that they
share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Last Hunger Season:
A Year in an African Farm Community on the Brink of Change from the publisher to make you far more
enjoy free time.

Theresa Nash:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is The Last Hunger Season: A Year in an African Farm Community on the
Brink of Change this guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This particular
book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is
easy to understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book
appropriate all of you.

Keith Reese:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This reserve The Last Hunger Season: A Year in an African Farm
Community on the Brink of Change was filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge
about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a new book. If
you know how big advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era
like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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