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Few things are more likely to cause heartache to devout parents than seeing their child leave the faith. And it
seems, from media portrayals, that this is happening more and more frequently. But is religious change
between generations common? How does religion get passed down from one generation to the next? How do
some families succeed in passing on their faith while others do not? Families and Faith: How Religion is
Passed Down across Generations seeks to answer these questions and many more.

For almost four decades, Vern Bengtson and his colleagues have been conducting the largest-ever study of
religion and family across generations. Through war and social upheaval, depression and technological
revolution, they have followed more than 350 families composed of more than 3,500 individuals whose lives
span more than a century--the oldest was born in 1881, the youngest in 1988--to find out how religion is, or
is not, passed down from one generation to the next.

What they found may come as a surprise: despite enormous changes in American society, a child is actually
more likely to remain within the fold than leave it, and even the nonreligious are more likely to follow their
parents' example than to rebel. And while outside forces do play a role, the crucial factor in whether a child
keeps the faith is the presence of a strong fatherly bond. Mixing unprecedented data with gripping interviews
and sharp analysis, Families and Faith offers a fascinating exploration of what allows a family to pass on its
most deeply-held tradition--its faith.
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From reader reviews:

Karl Harms:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Families and Faith: How Religion is
Passed Down across Generations is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since
this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Mark Gibson:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Families and Faith:
How Religion is Passed Down across Generations suitable to you? The particular book was written by well
known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Families and Faith: How Religion is Passed Down across
Generationsis the main of several books that will everyone read now. That book was inspired a lot of people
in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before.
The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to be aware of the
core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So you can
see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Mary Stock:

The guide with title Families and Faith: How Religion is Passed Down across Generations contains a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That
is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Carolyn Cook:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you go through a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Families and Faith: How Religion is Passed Down across Generations provide you with a new experience in
reading a book.
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