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The paneled walls of that apartment were once painted some color, now a matter of conjecture, for the
surface is incrusted with accumulated layers of grimy deposit, which cover it with fantastic outlines. A
collection of dim-ribbed glass decanters, metal discs with a satin sheen on them, and piles of blue-edged
earthenware plates of Touraine ware cover the sticky surfaces of the sideboards that line the room. In a
corner stands a box containing a set of numbered pigeon-holes, in which the lodgers' table napkins, more or
less soiled and stained with wine, are kept. Here you see that indestructible furniture never met with
elsewhere, which finds its way into lodging-houses much as the wrecks of our civilization drift into hospitals
for incurables. You expect in such places as these to find the weather-house whence a Capuchin issues on
wet days; you look to find the execrable engravings which spoil your appetite, framed every one in a black
varnished frame, with a gilt beading round it; you know the sort of tortoise-shell clock-case, inlaid with
brass; the green stove, the Argand lamps, covered with oil and dust, have met your eyes before. The oilcloth
which covers the long table is so greasy that a waggish externe will write his name on the surface, using his
thumb-nail as a style. The chairs are broken-down invalids; the wretched little hempen mats slip away from
under your feet without slipping away for good; and finally, the foot-warmers are miserable wrecks,
hingeless, charred, broken away about the holes. It would be impossible to give an idea of the old, rotten,
shaky, cranky, worm-eaten, halt, maimed, one-eyed, rickety, and ramshackle condition of the furniture
without an exhaustive description, which would delay the progress of the story to an extent that impatient
people would not pardon. The red tiles of the floor are full of depressions brought about by scouring and
periodical renewings of color. In short, there is no illusory grace left to the poverty that reigns here; it is dire,
parsimonious, concentrated, threadbare poverty; as yet it has not sunk into the mire, it is only splashed by it,
and though not in rags as yet, its clothing is ready to drop to pieces. This apartment is in all its glory at seven
o'clock in the morning, when Mme. Vauquer's cat appears, announcing the near approach of his mistress, and
jumps upon the sideboards to sniff at the milk in the bowls, each protected by a plate, while he purrs his
morning greeting to the world. A moment later the widow shows her face; she is tricked out in a net cap
attached to a false front set on awry, and shuffles into the room in her slipshod fashion. She is an oldish
woman, with a bloated countenance, and a nose like a parrot's beak set in the middle of it; her fat little hands
(she is as sleek as a church rat) and her shapeless, slouching figure are in keeping with the room that reeks of
misfortune, where hope is reduced to speculate for the meanest stakes. Mme. Vauquer alone can breathe that
tainted air without being disheartened by it. Her face is as fresh as a frosty morning in autumn; there are
wrinkles about the eyes that vary in their expression from the set smile of a ballet-dancer to the dark,
suspicious scowl of a discounter of bills; in short, she is at once the embodiment and interpretation of her
lodging-house, as surely as her lodging-house implies the existence of its mistress. You can no more imagine
the one without the other, than you can think of a jail without a turnkey. The unwholesome corpulence of the
little woman is produced by the life she leads, just as typhus fever is bred in the tainted air of a hospital.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Glass:

This Father GORIOT, New Edition book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside this reserve incredible
fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Father
GORIOT, New Edition without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Father GORIOT, New Edition can bring once you are and not make your
carrier space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This
Father GORIOT, New Edition having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Howard Martinez:

This Father GORIOT, New Edition tend to be reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The
reason why of this Father GORIOT, New Edition can be on the list of great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that might
be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere
and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Father GORIOT, New Edition
giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we
realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Richard Martinez:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Father GORIOT, New
Edition that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading practice all
over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then how they react in the
direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person
but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your
good habit, it is possible to pick Father GORIOT, New Edition become your own starter.

Carolyn Scott:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Father GORIOT, New Edition why because the fantastic cover that make
you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the
outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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