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Gladstone's ideas are far more accessible for analysis now that, following the publication of his diaries, a
record of his reading is available. This book traces the evolution of what the diaries reveal as the statesman's
central intellectual preoccupations, theology and classical scholarship, as well as the groundwork of his early
Conservatism and his mature Liberalism. In particular it examines the ideological sources of Gladstone's
youthful opposition to reform
before scrutinizing his convictions in theology. These are shown to have passed through more stages than has
previously been supposed: he moved from Evangelicalism to Orthodox High Churchmanship, on to
Tractarianism and then further to a broader stance that eventually crystallized as a liberal
Catholicism. His classical studies, focused primarily on Homer, also changed over time, from a version that
was designed to defend a traditional worldview to an approach that exalted the depiction of human
endeavour in the ancient Greek poet. An enduring principle of his thought about religion and antiquity was
the importance of community, but a fresh axiom that arose from the modifications of his views was the
centrality of all that was human. The twin values of community and humanity are
shown to have conditioned Gladstone's rhetoric as Liberal leader, so making him, in terms of recent political
thought, a communitarian rather than a liberal, but one with a distinctive humanitarian message. As a result
of a thorough scrutiny of Gladstone's private papers, the Victorian statesman is shown
to have derived a distinctive standpoint from the Christian and classical sources of his thinking and so to
have left an enduring intellectual legacy. It becomes apparent that his religion, Homeric studies and political
thought were interwoven in unexpected ways.

The evolution of Gladstone's central intellectual preoccupations, with religion and Homer, is the theme of
this book. It shows how the statesman developed from Evangelism to Orthodox High Churchmanship, on to
Tractarianism and then further to a broader stance that eventually crystallized as a liberal Catholicism. It
demonstrates also that his Homeric studies developed over time. Neither aspect of his thinking was kept
apart from his politics. Gladstone's early conservatism emerged from a blend
of classical and Christian themes focusing on the idea of community. While that motif persisted in his
speeches as Liberal leader, the category of the human emerged from his religious and Homeric ideas to
condition the presentation of his Liberalism. In Gladstone's mind there was an intertwining of
theology, Homeric studies and political thought.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Olive:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all
people in the world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above.
Every person has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Mind of Gladstone: Religion,
Homer, and Politics. All type of book could you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Elvis Quinlan:

The reason? Because this The Mind of Gladstone: Religion, Homer, and Politics is an unordinary book that
the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret this
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way
makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So ,
it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal
book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and
your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to
the reserve store hurriedly.

Winford Patterson:

Beside this specific The Mind of Gladstone: Religion, Homer, and Politics in your phone, it might give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is
fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is
good thing to have The Mind of Gladstone: Religion, Homer, and Politics because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not
happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring
beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from now!

Everett Barton:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This The Mind of Gladstone: Religion, Homer, and Politics can
give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't
and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other
make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Mind of Gladstone: Religion,
Homer, and Politics.
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