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Ancient Greek literature, Athenian civic ideology, and modern classical scholarship have all worked together
to reinforce the idea that there were three neatly defined status groups in classical Athens--citizens, slaves,
and resident foreigners. But this book--the first comprehensive account of status in ancient democratic
Athens--clearly lays out the evidence for a much broader and more complex spectrum of statuses, one that
has important implications for understanding Greek social and cultural history. By revealing a social and
legal reality otherwise masked by Athenian ideology, Deborah Kamen illuminates the complexity of
Athenian social structure, uncovers tensions between democratic ideology and practice, and contributes to
larger questions about the relationship between citizenship and democracy.

Each chapter is devoted to one of ten distinct status groups in classical Athens (451/0-323 BCE): chattel
slaves, privileged chattel slaves, conditionally freed slaves, resident foreigners (metics), privileged metics,
bastards, disenfranchised citizens, naturalized citizens, female citizens, and male citizens. Examining a wide
range of literary, epigraphic, and legal evidence, as well as factors not generally considered together, such as
property ownership, corporal inviolability, and religious rights, the book demonstrates the important legal
and social distinctions that were drawn between various groups of individuals in Athens. At the same time, it
reveals that the boundaries between these groups were less fixed and more permeable than Athenians
themselves acknowledged. The book concludes by trying to explain why ancient Greek literature maintains
the fiction of three status groups despite a far more complex reality.
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From reader reviews:

Harold Cole:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the book untitled Status in Classical Athens can be great book to read. May be it could
be best activity to you.

Destiny Hunt:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Status in Classical Athens your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide
then become one web form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The Status
in Classical Athens giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you
useful information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern
here is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport.
Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Hazel Park:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Status in Classical Athens can be the reply, oh
how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in
this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Jose Gower:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of
news. In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the Status in Classical Athens when you essential it?
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