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Harnessing the Sky is one of the last untold stories in 100 years of naval aviation. Th is biography of Vice
Adm. Frederick M. Trapnell explores the legacy of the man who has been called “the godfather of current
naval aviation.”

A pilot of calculated courage, “Trap” entered the Navy when test pilots were more like stuntmen than
engineers. Airplanes had not yet come into their own as weapons of war, and they had an undeveloped role
in the fleet. His vision and leadership shaped the evolution of naval aviation through its formative years and
beyond.

When the threat of war in 1940 raised an alarm over the Navy’s deficiency in aircraft?especially
fighters?Trap was appointed to lead the Flight Test Section to direct the development of all new Navy
airplanes. He played a key role in expediting the evolution of the two superb fighters that came to dominate
the air war against Japan?the Corsair and Hellcat.

After World War II, Trap returned as commander of the Naval Air Test Center to lead the Navy through the
challenges of transitioning to jets. Trap was not only the first U.S. Navy pilot to fly a jet, but is also
recognized for defining the operating requirements for carrier-based jet propelled aircraft.

Over the course of two decades, Trap tested virtually every naval aircraft prototype and pioneered the
philosophy and the methods of the engineering test pilot. He demanded comprehensive testing of each
airplane in conditions and maneuvers it would face in wartime fleet operations. These innovations kept the
Navy at the forefront of modern aviation, and stand as an enduring legacy to the man who is regarded as the
foremost test pilot in a century of naval aviation.
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From reader reviews:

Maxine Elam:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Harnessing the
Sky: Frederick "Trap" Trapnell, the U.S. Navy's Aviation Pioneer, 1923-1952? Maybe it is to become best
activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than
before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Salina Juarez:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important normally. The book Harnessing the Sky: Frederick "Trap" Trapnell,
the U.S. Navy's Aviation Pioneer, 1923-1952 seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and
of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The guide Harnessing the Sky:
Frederick "Trap" Trapnell, the U.S. Navy's Aviation Pioneer, 1923-1952 is not only giving you a lot more
new information but also being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to
read your book. Try to make relationship using the book Harnessing the Sky: Frederick "Trap" Trapnell, the
U.S. Navy's Aviation Pioneer, 1923-1952. You never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Ramiro Alvarez:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Harnessing the Sky:
Frederick "Trap" Trapnell, the U.S. Navy's Aviation Pioneer, 1923-1952 suitable to you? Often the book was
written by popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled Harnessing the Sky: Frederick "Trap"
Trapnell, the U.S. Navy's Aviation Pioneer, 1923-1952is a single of several books in which everyone read
now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter
the new age that you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of
people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of information
about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Joseph Blackwell:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Harnessing the Sky: Frederick "Trap" Trapnell, the U.S. Navy's Aviation Pioneer, 1923-1952, it is possible



to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make
them reading a reserve.
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