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An uproarious political satire about a professional wrestler who's elected governor

"For a professional wrestler with a shaved head and a Fu Manchu to be elected governor of Minnesota -- all I
can say is, WOW. Election Day, 1998, was the greatest day in my life. It will be surpassed only by
Inauguration Day 2001."

So reveals Jimmy (Big Boy) Valente to his ghostwriter Garrison Keillor in the opening pages of ME. With
all the press attention focused on Jimmy and his sensational life, he has decided to set the record straight and
tell his own story -- from his illegitimate birth and unhappy childhood to his Vietnam War experience, his
career as world heavyweight champion of professional wrestling, and his come-from-behind electoral
triumph last November. Jimmy told his story to Garrison one weekend the two spent on Maui in January, and
Jimmy said, "Print it," and Viking, not wanting to alienate the big guy, will put the book on sale nationwide
on March 1, 1999.

And what a story it is...Jimmy was conceived in 1954 on a ten-foot oak table at a Minneapolis country club,
and given up for adoption, to be raised by Arv and Gladys Oxnard, who named him Clifford. A fearful child,
persecuted by his stepsister Eunice who marked an "A" on his forehead, chased by big dogs and gangs,
Clifford has a redemptive encounter with a circus freak that leads to a program of body-building and
enlistment in the Navy.

Clifford enlists under the name Jimmy Valente, and is accepted into the top-secret WALRUS program
(Water Air Land Rising Up Suddenly). In Vietnam, his unit vanquishes hordes of Viet Cong, assisted by
Jimmy's defector buddy Victor Charlie, "The Rodent," who later comes to haunt Jimmy. When his tour of
duty ends, he makes his way to Alaska, where he signs up with a wrestling promoter and creates the ring
persona of "The Flower Child" (with daffodils on his head and wearing beads and sandals), a classical
wrestling "heel."

From wrestlers such as The Duke of Dubuque and Svend the Yellow-Toothed, Jimmy learns the trade and, in
one dramatic fall, meets his true love, Lacy Larson, and reinvents himself as "Big Boy" -- a new persona
modelled on James Arness, Larry of the Three Stooges, Spiro Agnew, The Grand Exalted Potentate of the
Zuhrah Shrine, and Bo Diddley, taking the best from each. By incorporating both good and evil into one
character, Big Boy breaks through the old stereotypes and brings wrestling into the modern era. He
assembles his Super Team and goes on the road for twelve years, earning millions of dollars and introducing
explosives, monster trucks, chain saws, guillotines, and cruise missles into the sport.

At his peak as a wrestler, Jimmy is approached by Earl Woofner, chairman of the Ethical Party of Minnesota,
anxious to find a gubernatorial candidate to break the liberal chokehold and open up politics to common
sense and honesty. Jimmy throws his hat into the ring for the 1998 election and rides around Minnesota in a
rented motor home, campaigning on a simple platform -- that he is not a politician, will never lie, will do his
best, and that "it will be fun, doggone it" -- , and he is swept to victory.

Jimmy closes his book with a glimpse of his future plans: a match to fight Mashimoto Ishi, the 800-pound
Emperor of the East, for six million dollars, and a run for President. "Al Gore, look out," he predicts, "you're
obsolete. The fringe has become the center."



And that's the story of Jimmy (Big Boy) Valente, as told to Garrison Keillor.
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From reader reviews:

Freddie Valdez:

Here thing why this Me: by Jimmy (Big Boy) Valente are different and trusted to be yours. First of all
studying a book is good but it depends in the content of it which is the content is as yummy as food or not.
Me: by Jimmy (Big Boy) Valente giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any
book out there but there is no guide that similar with Me: by Jimmy (Big Boy) Valente. It gives you thrill
reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is might
be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your
technique home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Me:
by Jimmy (Big Boy) Valente in e-book can be your substitute.

Alan Malbrough:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How
people have to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book.
Reading through a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Me: by Jimmy
(Big Boy) Valente book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book
hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Bessie Kraft:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you
examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us
novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Me: by Jimmy (Big Boy) Valente provide you with new experience
in looking at a book.

Randi Adams:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will
see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to you
is Me: by Jimmy (Big Boy) Valente this guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world
now. That book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer make usage
of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That
is why this book suitable all of you.
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