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Birds sing and call, sometimes in complex and beautiful arrangements of notes, sometimes in one-line
repetitions that resemble a ringtone more than a symphony. Listening, we are stirred, transported, and even
envious of birds' ability to produce what Shelley called "profuse strains of unpremeditated art." And for
hundreds of years, we have tried to write down what we hear when birds sing. Poets have put birdsong in
verse (Thomas Nashe: "Cuckoo, jug-jug, pu-we, to-witta-woo") and ornithologists have transcribed bird
sounds more methodically. Drawing on this history of bird writing, in Aaaaw to Zzzzzd John Bevis offers a
lexicon of the words of birds. For tourists in Birdland, there could be no more charming phrasebook.
Consulting it, we find seven distinct variations of "hoo" attributed to seven different species of owls, from a
simple hoo to the more ambitious hoo hoo hoo-hoo, ho hoo hoo-hoo; the understated cheet of the tree
swallow; the resonant kreeaaaaaaaaaaar of the Swainson's hawk; the modest peep peep peep of the meadow
pipit. We learn that some people hear the Baltimore oriole saying "here, here, come right here, dear" and the
yellowhammer saying "a little bit of bread and no cheese." Bevis, a poet, frames his lexicons -- one for North
America and one for Britain and northern Europe -- with an evocative appreciation of birds, birdsong, and
human attempts to capture the words of birds in music and poetry. He also offers an engaging account of
other methods of documenting birdsong -- field recording, graphic notation, and mechanical devices
including duck calls and the serinette, an instrument used to teach song tunes to songbirds. The singing of
birds is nature at its most sublime, and words are our medium for expressing this sublimity. Aaaaw to Zzzzzd
belongs in the bird lover's backpack and on the word lover's bedside table, an unexpected and sui generis
pleasure.
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From reader reviews:

Sidney Robertson:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Aaaaw to Zzzzzd: The Words
of Birds: North America, Britain, and Northern Europe (MIT Press) will make you to become smarter. You
can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading
the book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for
best book or acceptable book with you?

James Ritchey:

Aaaaw to Zzzzzd: The Words of Birds: North America, Britain, and Northern Europe (MIT Press) can be
one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve
has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into delight
arrangement in writing Aaaaw to Zzzzzd: The Words of Birds: North America, Britain, and Northern Europe
(MIT Press) but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data
that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
pondering.

Chad Wood:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer might be Aaaaw to Zzzzzd: The Words of Birds: North America, Britain, and
Northern Europe (MIT Press) why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Carolyn Rolon:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you read
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition
to soon. The Aaaaw to Zzzzzd: The Words of Birds: North America, Britain, and Northern Europe (MIT
Press) offer you a new experience in examining a book.
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