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How is it possible for an innocent man to come within nine days of execution? An Expendable Man
answers that question through detailed analysis of the case of Earl Washington Jr., a mentally retarded, black
farm hand who was convicted of the 1983 rape and murder of a 19-year-old mother of three in Culpeper,
Virginia. He spent almost 18 years in Virginia prisons—9 1/2 of them on death row—for a murder he did not
commit.

This book reveals the relative ease with which individuals who live at society's margins can be wrongfully
convicted, and the extraordinary difficulty of correcting such a wrong once it occurs.

Washington was eventually freed in February 2001 not because of the legal and judicial systems, but in spite
of them. While DNA testing was central to his eventual pardon, such tests would never have occurred
without an unusually talented and committed legal team and without a series of incidents that are best
described as pure luck.

Margaret Edds makes the chilling argument that some other “expendable men” almost certainly have been
less fortunate than Washington. This, she writes, is “the secret, shameful underbelly” of America's retention
of capital punishment. Such wrongful executions may not happen often, but anyone who doubts that innocent
people have been executed in the United States should remember the remarkable series of events necessary
to save Earl Washington Jr. from such a fate.
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From reader reviews:

Lottie Jowers:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of various
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other
people. When you read this An Expendable Man: The Near-Execution of Earl Washington, Jr., you may tells
your family, friends in addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make
them reading a e-book.

Mary Molinari:

The guide with title An Expendable Man: The Near-Execution of Earl Washington, Jr. has lot of information
that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
know how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout new era of the the positive
effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Annie Smith:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book An Expendable Man: The Near-Execution of
Earl Washington, Jr. was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book An
Expendable Man: The Near-Execution of Earl Washington, Jr. has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun
and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.

Robert Marshall:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen require book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those books have many
advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. With the book An
Expendable Man: The Near-Execution of Earl Washington, Jr. we can acquire more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book
that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book An Expendable Man: The
Near-Execution of Earl Washington, Jr.. You can more attractive than now.
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