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First published in 1776, the nine gothic tales in this collection are Japan's finest and most celebrated
examples of the literature of the occult. They subtly merge the world of reason with the realm of the uncanny
and exemplify the period's fascination with the strange and the grotesque. They were also the inspiration for
Mizoguchi Kenji's brilliant 1953 film Ugetsu.

The title Ugetsu monogatari (literally "rain-moon tales") alludes to the belief that mysterious beings appear
on cloudy, rainy nights and in mornings with a lingering moon. In "Shiramine," the vengeful ghost of the
former emperor Sutoku reassumes the role of king; in "The Chrysanthemum Vow," a faithful revenant
fulfills a promise; "The Kibitsu Cauldron" tells a tale of spirit possession; and in "The Carp of My Dreams,"
a man straddles the boundaries between human and animal and between the waking world and the world of
dreams. The remaining stories feature demons, fiends, goblins, strange dreams, and other manifestations
beyond all logic and common sense.

The eerie beauty of this masterpiece owes to Akinari's masterful combination of words and phrases from
Japanese classics with creatures from Chinese and Japanese fiction and lore. Along with The Tale of Genji
and The Tales of the Heike, Tales of Moonlight and Rain has become a timeless work of great significance.
This new translation, by a noted translator and scholar, skillfully maintains the allure and complexity of
Akinari's original prose.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Barcomb:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Tales of
Moonlight and Rain (Translations from the Asian Classics (Paperback))? Maybe it is to become best activity
for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before.
Do you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Walter Knight:

This Tales of Moonlight and Rain (Translations from the Asian Classics (Paperback)) are usually reliable for
you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Tales of Moonlight and Rain
(Translations from the Asian Classics (Paperback)) can be among the great books you must have is giving
you more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock
your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Tales of Moonlight and Rain (Translations from
the Asian Classics (Paperback)) giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving
you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in
reading.

Brandon Seymour:

The book Tales of Moonlight and Rain (Translations from the Asian Classics (Paperback)) has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very
famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you
can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Nancy Byrom:

The book untitled Tales of Moonlight and Rain (Translations from the Asian Classics (Paperback)) contain a
lot of information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous
author. The author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site and also order
it. Have a nice go through.
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