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Charles Darwin struggled to explain how forty thousand bees working in the dark, seemingly by instinct
alone, could organize themselves to construct something as perfect as a honey comb. How do bees
accomplish such incredible tasks? Synthesizing the findings of decades of experiments, The Spirit of the
Hive presents a comprehensive picture of the genetic and physiological mechanisms underlying the division
of labor in honey bee colonies and explains how bees’ complex social behavior has evolved over millions of
years.

Robert Page, one of the foremost honey bee geneticists in the world, sheds light on how the coordinated
activity of hives arises naturally when worker bees respond to stimuli in their environment. The actions they
take in turn alter the environment and so change the stimuli for their nestmates. For example, a bee detecting
ample stores of pollen in the hive is inhibited from foraging for more, whereas detecting the presence of
hungry young larvae will stimulate pollen gathering. Division of labor, Page shows, is an inevitable product
of group living, because individual bees vary genetically and physiologically in their sensitivities to stimuli
and have different probabilities of encountering and responding to them.

A fascinating window into self-organizing regulatory networks of honey bees, The Spirit of the Hive applies
genomics, evolution, and behavior to elucidate the details of social structure and advance our understanding
of complex adaptive systems in nature.
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From reader reviews:

Danny Miller:

This book untitled The Spirit of the Hive: The Mechanisms of Social Evolution to be one of several books
this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit into it. You
will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.

George Walker:

The guide with title The Spirit of the Hive: The Mechanisms of Social Evolution includes a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist
new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you
throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read
it anywhere you want.

Tony Valdez:

This The Spirit of the Hive: The Mechanisms of Social Evolution is great book for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can declare no rambling
sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only
offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having The Spirit of the Hive: The Mechanisms of Social Evolution in your hand like finding the world in
your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book.
Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Terry Snider:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but also novel and The Spirit of the Hive: The Mechanisms of
Social Evolution as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly
great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science book, any other book likes The Spirit of the Hive: The Mechanisms of Social Evolution to make your
spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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