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The Christian Methodist Episcopal Church was an important part of the historic freedom struggles of African
Americans from Reconstruction to the Civil Rights movement. This fight for equality and freedom can be
seen clearly in the denomination's evolving social and ecumenical consciousness. The denomination's very
name changed from "Colored" to "Christian" in 1954, but the denomination did not join the struggle late.
Rather, the CME was a critical participant from the days following the Civil War. At times, the Church was
at odds with their white Methodist counterparts and in solidarity with other African-American denominations
on issues of racial desegregation and the role of social protest in religion.Raymond Sommerville's important
book discusses the relationship between Martin Luther King, Jr. and the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference and the CME. While King and others received most of the headlines during the Civil Rights Era,
the CME proved to be involved at all levels and equally important in all they did. With its strategic location
in the South and its long history of ecumenical involvement, the CME Church emerged as a leading advocate
of ecumenical civil rights activism. Previous interpretations asserted that the CME was apolitical and
accomodationist or that it was more progressive than it was. Sommerville presents a more nuanced account
of how a church of largely former slaves emancipated itself from the constraints of white Methodist
paternalism and Jim Crow racism to emerge as a progressive force of racial justice and ecumenism in the
South and beyond. Sommerville examines major centers of the CME -- Nashville, Birmingham, Memphis,
Atlanta -- and selected leaders inthe South in charting the gradual metamorphosis of the former CME as a
largely nonpolitical body of former slaves in 1870 to a more politically active denomination at the apex of
the modern Civil Rights movement in the 1960s.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Patrick:

This book untitled An Ex-Colored Church: Social Activism in the Cme Church 1870-1970 (Voices of the
African Diaspora) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, this is because when you read this
book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you
can order it via online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this
book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this
e-book from your list.

Willie Burroughs:

The particular book An Ex-Colored Church: Social Activism in the Cme Church 1870-1970 (Voices of the
African Diaspora) will bring that you the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe
the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book An
Ex-Colored Church: Social Activism in the Cme Church 1870-1970 (Voices of the African Diaspora) is
much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more
easily to read the book.

Darrell Guess:

You can obtain this An Ex-Colored Church: Social Activism in the Cme Church 1870-1970 (Voices of the
African Diaspora) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve
problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means
of written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just
looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to
get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Helen Velez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually An Ex-Colored Church:
Social Activism in the Cme Church 1870-1970 (Voices of the African Diaspora).
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