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Many scholars have written about eighteenth-century English novels, but no one really knows who read
them. This study provides historical data on the provincial reading publics for various forms of fiction--
novels, plays, chapbooks, children's books, and magazines. Archival records of Midland booksellers based in
five market towns and selling printed matter to over thirty-three hundred customers between 1744 and 1807
form the basis for new information about who actually bought and borrowed different kinds of fiction in
eighteenth-century provincial England.

This book thus offers the first solid demographic information about actual readership in eighteenth-century
provincial England, not only about the class, profession, age, and sex of readers but also about the market of
available fiction from which they made their choices--and some speculation about why they made the
choices they did. Contrary to received ideas, in the provinces were the principal customers for eighteenth-
century novels, including those written by women. Provincial customers preferred to buy rather than borrow
fiction, and women preferred plays and novels written by women--women's works would have done better
had women been the principal consumers. That is, demand for fiction (written by both men and women) was
about equal for the first five years, but afterward the demand for women's works declined. Both men and
women preferred novels with identifiable authors to anonymous ones, however, and both boys and men were
able to cross gender lines in their reading. Goody Two-Shoes was one of the more popular children's books
among Rugby schoolboys, and men read the Lady's Magazine. These and other findings will alter the way
scholars look at the fiction of the period, the questions asked, and the histories told of it.
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From reader reviews:

Andrea Toliver:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has different
type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading whatever they
acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like examining a book?
Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Provincial Readers in Eighteenth-Century England.

Isaias McGee:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Provincial Readers in Eighteenth-Century England as your
daily resource information.

Robert McKay:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time
to be read. Provincial Readers in Eighteenth-Century England can be your answer given it can be read by a
person who have those short extra time problems.

Virginia Higgins:

This Provincial Readers in Eighteenth-Century England is fresh way for you who has fascination to look for
some information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more
you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Provincial Readers in Eighteenth-
Century England can be the light food for you because the information inside that book is easy to get by
anyone. These books create itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book
application form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the
answer. So there is not any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking
for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition
to knowledge.
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