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One of BuzzFeed's 24 Best Fiction Books of 2015

**Includes a bonus short story by Erika Swyler, "The Mermaid Girl"**

"As Simon, a lonely research librarian, searches frantically for the key to a curse that might be killing the
women in his family, he learns strange and fascinating secrets about their past. A tale full of magic and
family mystery, The Book of Speculation will keep you up all night reading."?Isaac Fitzgerald, BuzzFeed

Simon Watson, a young librarian, lives alone in a house that is slowly crumbling toward the Long Island
Sound. His parents are long dead. His mother, a circus mermaid who made her living by holding her breath,
drowned in the very water his house overlooks. His younger sister, Enola, ran off six years ago and now
reads tarot cards for a traveling carnival.

One June day, an old book arrives on Simon's doorstep, sent by an antiquarian bookseller who purchased it
on speculation. Fragile and water damaged, the book is a log from the owner of a traveling carnival in the
1700s, who reports strange and magical things, including the drowning death of a circus mermaid. Since
then, generations of "mermaids" in Simon's family have drowned--always on July 24, which is only weeks
away.

As his friend Alice looks on with alarm, Simon becomes increasingly worried about his sister. Could there be
a curse on Simon's family? What does it have to do with the book, and can he get to the heart of the mystery
in time to save Enola?

In the tradition of Sara Gruen's Water for Elephants, Erin Morgenstern's The Night Circus, and Elizabeth
Kostova's The Historian, The Book of Speculation--with two-color illustrations by the author--is Erika
Swyler's moving debut novel about the power of books, family, and magic.
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From reader reviews:

Velma Stuart:

The book The Book of Speculation: A Novel can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a book The
Book of Speculation: A Novel? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which
book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share all of these.
Book The Book of Speculation: A Novel has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function
for you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Manuel Rodriguez:

This The Book of Speculation: A Novel is new way for you who has attention to look for some information
given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or
you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Book of Speculation: A Novel can be the light
food for you personally because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by anyone. These
books acquire itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form.
People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not
any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an
individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and also knowledge.

Howard Foster:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this
era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this The Book of Speculation: A Novel can make you experience more interested to read.

Wayne Joseph:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
With the book The Book of Speculation: A Novel we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate
with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book The Book of Speculation: A Novel. You
can more desirable than now.
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