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Ambitious and elegant, this book builds a bridge between evolutionary theory and cultural psychology.
Michael Tomasello is one of the very few people to have done systematic research on the cognitive
capacities of both nonhuman primates and human children. The Cultural Origins of Human Cognition
identifies what the differences are, and suggests where they might have come from.

Tomasello argues that the roots of the human capacity for symbol-based culture, and the kind of
psychological development that takes place within it, are based in a cluster of uniquely human cognitive
capacities that emerge early in human ontogeny. These include capacities for sharing attention with other
persons; for understanding that others have intentions of their own; and for imitating, not just what someone
else does, but what someone else has intended to do. In his discussions of language, symbolic representation,
and cognitive development, Tomasello describes with authority and ingenuity the "ratchet effect" of these
capacities working over evolutionary and historical time to create the kind of cultural artifacts and settings
within which each new generation of children develops. He also proposes a novel hypothesis, based on
processes of social cognition and cultural evolution, about what makes the cognitive representations of
humans different from those of other primates.

Lucid, erudite, and passionate, The Cultural Origins of Human Cognition will be essential reading for
developmental psychology, animal behavior, and cultural psychology.
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From reader reviews:

Bonnie Boyd:

In other case, little persons like to read book The Cultural Origins of Human Cognition. You can choose the
best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a book The Cultural
Origins of Human Cognition. You can add information and of course you can around the world by a book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your country until eventually
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In
this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when
you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Christopher Forney:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at
this point, people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item
for a while is reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to
stand up than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of
The Cultural Origins of Human Cognition book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Edward Cottrell:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day
every day to reading a e-book. The book The Cultural Origins of Human Cognition it is quite good to read.
There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the
event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore
quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Shirley Eagle:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you know
that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is The Cultural
Origins of Human Cognition.
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