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The green of beetles’ wings … the red of polished carbuncle … a web of silver fire. Lightning tore his eyes
apart, struck deep inside his body; and he felt his bones split. Before it became pain, it was gone. And he was
falling through blue smoke. The smoke was inside him, cool as blown ice. It was getting darker. He had
heard something before, a … voice: the Lord of the Flames…. Then: Jon Koshar shook his head, staggered
forward, and went down on his knees in white sand. He blinked. He looked up. There were two shadows in
front of him. To his left a tooth of rock jutted from the sand, also casting a double shadow. He felt unreal,
light. But the backs of his hands had real dirt on them, his clothes were damp with real sweat, and they clung
to his back and sides. He felt immense. But that was because the horizon was so close. Above it, the sky was
turquoise—which was odd because the sand was too white for it to be evening. Then he saw the City. It hit
his eyes with a familiarity that made him start. The familiarity was a refuge, and violently his mind clawed at
it, tried to find other familiar things. But the towers, the looped roadways, that was all there was—and one
small line of metal ribbon that soared out across the desert, supported by strut-work pylons. The transit
ribbon! He followed it with his eyes, praying it would lead to something more familiar. The thirteenth
pylon—he had counted them as he ran his eye along the silver length—was crumpled, as though a fist had
smashed it. The transit ribbon snarled in mid-air and ceased. The abrupt end again sent his mind clawing
back toward familiarity: I am Jon Koshar (followed by the meaningless number that had been part of his
name for five years). I want to be free (and for a moment he saw again the dank, creosoted walls of the
cabins of the penal camp, and heard the clinking chains of the cutter teeth as he had heard them for so many
days walking to the mine entrance while the yard-high ferns brushed his thighs and forearms … but that was
in his mind). The only other things his scrambling brain could reach were facts of negation. He was some
place he had never been before. He did not know how he had gotten there. He did not know how to get back.
And the close horizon, the double shadows … now he realized that this was not Earth (Earth of the Thirty-
fifth Century, although he gave it another name, Fifteenth Century G.F.). But the City…. It was on earth, and
he was on earth, and he was—had been—in it. Again the negations: the City was not on a desert, nor could
its dead, deserted towers cast double shadows, nor was the transit ribbon broken. The transit ribbon! No! It
couldn’t be broken. He almost screamed. Don’t let it be broken, please…. The entire scene was suddenly
jerked from his head. There was nothing left but blue smoke, cool as blown ice, inside him, around him. He
was spinning in blue smoke. Sudden lightning seared his eyeballs, and the shivering after-image faded,
shifted, became … a web of silver fire, the red of polished carbuncle, the green of beetles’ wings.
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From reader reviews:

Jacob King:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Captives of the
Flame is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you
want and wish in this era.

Pedro Turk:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Captives of the Flame book written by
well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the
book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
hunger then you still skepticism Captives of the Flame as good book not only by the cover but also through
the content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still needing
yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Jean Gaitan:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your
limited time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be learn. Captives of
the Flame can be your answer because it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Pamela Bost:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
So you know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book.
Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra Captives of the Flame.
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