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“The story is the journey, not the destination. Or so the philosopher’s say. But this is my story, and it has a
beginning, a middle, and an end….”

The Open Door is a luminous and profoundly moving novel inspired by the life of Constance Fenimore
Woolson, one of the most widely-read and respected American authors of the nineteenth century. Exploring
themes of passion, life, death, friendship, and art, the novel is a vivid evocation of the complex forces behind
literary creation.

After years of supporting her mother and a hapless brother through her writing, Constance finds herself in
early middle age “hungry, ravenous to see and live as much as possible.” She sails for Europe with a letter of
introduction to Henry James, the writer she admires above all others. Constance is intoxicated by Europe,
Italy in particular, and she and James eventually meet in Florence. James is delighted by this highly
intelligent, independent woman (whom he dubs “Fenimore” as a sign of his esteem) and makes her his
confidante. For her part, Constance finds with James “the unequalled joy of never running out of things to
say.”

Constance’s courageous, open nature is odds with James’s more secretive one and inevitably leads to
friction, transgression, and revenge both private and public. Elegantly conceived and life-affirming, The
Open Door is an unforgettable portrait of a remarkable woman who lived with passion and refused to accept
the narrowing of her world.
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From reader reviews:

Francis Dawson:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around
the world. Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book The Open Door will make you to
possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every thing. But
some of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could
be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Jonathan Gomes:

This The Open Door are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The
explanation of this The Open Door can be one of several great books you must have is giving you more than
just simple looking at food but feed you actually with information that probably will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book
and printed ones. Beside that this The Open Door forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have
it appreciate reading.

Gerald Kelly:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will
get it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific The Open Door can give you a lot of
buddies because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make an individual
more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve
offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you to
be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Open Door.

Alice Prahl:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also
you know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know
that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to
something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of
them are these claims The Open Door.
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