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Richard Wagner (1813-1883) is one of the most influential - and also one of the most controversial -
composers in the history of music. Over the course of his long career, he produced a stream of spellbinding
works that challenged musical convention through their richness and tonal experimentation, ultimately
paving the way for modernism. This book presents an in-depth but easy-to-read overview of Wagner's life,
work and times. It considers a wide range of themes, including the composer's original sources of inspiration;
his fetish for exotic silks; his relationship with his wife, Cosima, and with his mistress, Mathilde
Wesendonck; the anti-semitism that is undeniably present in the operas; their proto-cinematic nature; and the
turbulent legacy both of the Bayreuth Festival and of Wagnerism itself.

Making use of the very latest scholarship - much of it undertaken by the author himself in connection with
his editorship of The Wagner Journal - Millington reassesses received notions about Wagner and his work,
demolishing ill-informed opinion in favour of proper critical understanding. It is a radical - and occasionally
controversial - reappraisal of this most perplexing of composers. The volume's arrangement - unique among
books on the composer -combines an accessible text, intriguing images and original documents, thus
ensuring a consistently fresh approach. Bringing new insights to an endlessly fascinating subject, The
Sorcerer of Bayreuth will charm anyone interested in music and in the wider cultural life of the 19th century
and beyond.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Evans:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important normally. The book The Sorcerer of Bayreuth: Richard Wagner, his Work and his
World was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is
very advantages for you. The publication The Sorcerer of Bayreuth: Richard Wagner, his Work and his
World is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you experience
bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the
book The Sorcerer of Bayreuth: Richard Wagner, his Work and his World. You never sense lose out for
everything should you read some books.

Joyce Johnson:

This The Sorcerer of Bayreuth: Richard Wagner, his Work and his World are reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The reason of this The Sorcerer of Bayreuth: Richard Wagner, his
Work and his World can be one of many great books you must have is usually giving you more than just
simple reading through food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your before
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in
e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Sorcerer of Bayreuth: Richard Wagner, his Work and his
World giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking
that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Celia Norton:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Sorcerer of Bayreuth: Richard
Wagner, his Work and his World, you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it?
What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh
come on its referred to as reading friends.

Jacqueline Carter:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Sorcerer of Bayreuth: Richard Wagner, his Work and his
World why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint
an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will



directly direct you to pick up this book.
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