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After the economic disaster of the Great Leap Forward that claimed tens of millions of lives from
1958–1962, an aging Mao Zedong launched an ambitious scheme to shore up his reputation and eliminate
those he viewed as a threat to his legacy. The stated goal of the Cultural Revolution was to purge the country
of bourgeois, capitalistic elements he claimed were threatening genuine communist ideology. Young
students formed the Red Guards, vowing to defend the Chairman to the death, but soon rival factions started
fighting each other in the streets with semiautomatic weapons in the name of revolutionary purity. As the
country descended into chaos, the military intervened, turning China into a garrison state marked by bloody
purges that crushed as many as one in fifty people.

The Cultural Revolution: A People's History, 1962–1976 draws for the first time on hundreds of previously
classified party documents, from secret police reports to unexpurgated versions of leadership speeches. Frank
Dikötter uses this wealth of material to undermine the picture of complete conformity that is often supposed
to have characterized the last years of the Mao era. After the army itself fell victim to the Cultural
Revolution, ordinary people used the political chaos to resurrect the market and hollow out the party's
ideology. In short, they buried Maoism. By showing how economic reform from below was an unintended
consequence of a decade of violent purges and entrenched fear, The Cultural Revolution casts China's most
tumultuous era in a wholly new light.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Crumrine:

This The Cultural Revolution: A People's History, 1962-1976 book is just not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely information inside
this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you
will get. That The Cultural Revolution: A People's History, 1962-1976 without we comprehend teach the one
who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Cultural
Revolution: A People's History, 1962-1976 can bring once you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The
Cultural Revolution: A People's History, 1962-1976 having great arrangement in word as well as layout, so
you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Kevin Serna:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
sense happy read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual The Cultural
Revolution: A People's History, 1962-1976 is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Cheri Whaley:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the book untitled The Cultural Revolution: A People's History, 1962-1976 can be
great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Florence Nguyen:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to
increase you knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update
concerning something by book. Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One



of them is actually The Cultural Revolution: A People's History, 1962-1976.
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