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In an age of secularization and the decline of ritual, Christmas has emerged as the most promising candidate
for the first global festival. It is celebrated in the Christian West as well as in many countries with either a
minority or no Christian population. How is it that Christmas is not merely surviving, but actually gaining in
importance?

Unwrapping Christmas is the first comparative study of the Christmas phenomenon, based on direct
observation of how the festival is actually celebrated in diverse social contexts. It begins by presenting
general theories of Christmas and includes the first full English translation of "Father Christmas Executed"
by Claude Levi-Strauss. The focus then turns to two controversial issues: the relationship between Christmas
and materialism, and the debate over the place of the family in Christmas celebrations. Both of these issues
are examined and interpreted in a variety of cultural contexts; including the USA, Japan, Britain, Sweden,
and Trinidad.

Christmas is rapidly becoming the focus for a constellation of activities including gift-giving, the marking of
the seasons, and the celebration of extended family networks. This collection, the first systematic analysis of
Christmas, represents a fascinating and significant contribution to understanding how and why this holiday
has developed into the global festival celebrated today.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Manzo:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for all of us. The book Unwrapping Christmas (Oxford Studies in Social
and Cultural Anthropology - Cultural Forms) seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and of
course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve Unwrapping Christmas
(Oxford Studies in Social and Cultural Anthropology - Cultural Forms) is not only giving you much more
new information but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal
spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship together with the book Unwrapping Christmas
(Oxford Studies in Social and Cultural Anthropology - Cultural Forms). You never sense lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.

Vivian Nava:

This book untitled Unwrapping Christmas (Oxford Studies in Social and Cultural Anthropology - Cultural
Forms) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that is because when you read this e-book
you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can
order it by means of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this
book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this
book from your list.

Kyle Guthrie:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Unwrapping Christmas (Oxford Studies in
Social and Cultural Anthropology - Cultural Forms) reserve written by well-known writer who knows well
how to make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you
still uncertainty Unwrapping Christmas (Oxford Studies in Social and Cultural Anthropology - Cultural
Forms) as good book not just by the cover but also by content. This is one book that can break don't judge
book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth
sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Paul Anderson:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
heart or real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to
at this time there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways



to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Unwrapping Christmas (Oxford Studies in Social and Cultural
Anthropology - Cultural Forms) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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