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This collection of essays and interviews addresses important theoretical, philosophical and creative issues in
Western art music at the end of the twentieth- and the beginning of the twenty-first centuries. Edited by Max
Paddison and Irène Deliège, the book offers a wide range of international perspectives from prominent
musicologists, philosophers and composers, including Célestin Deliège, Pascal Decroupet, Richard Toop,
Rudolf Frisius, Alastair Williams, Herman Sabbe, FranÃ§ois Nicolas, Marc Jimenez, Anne Boissière, Max
Paddison, Hugues Dufourt, Jonathan Harvey, and new interviews with Pierre Boulez, Brian Ferneyhough,
Helmut Lachenmann, and Wolfgang Rihm. Part I is mainly theoretical in emphasis. Issues addressed include
the historical rationalization of music and technology, new approaches to the theorization of atonal harmony
in the wake of Spectralism, debates on the 'new complexity', the heterogeneity, pluralism and stylistic
omnivorousness that characterizes music in our time, and the characterization of twentieth-century and
contemporary music as a 'search for lost harmony'. The orientation of Part II is mainly philosophical,
examining concepts of totality and inclusivity in new music, raising questions as to what might be expected
from an autonomous contemporary musical logic, and considering the problem of the survival of the avant-
garde in the context of postmodernist relativism. As well as analytic philosophy and cognitive psychology,
critical theory features prominently, with theories of social mediation in music, new perspectives on the
concept of musical material in Adorno's late aesthetic theory, and a call for 'an aesthetics of risk' in
contemporary art as a means 'to reassert the essential role of criticism, of judgment, and of evaluation as
necessary conditions to bring about a real public debate on the art of today'. Part III offers creative
perspectives, with new essays and interviews from important contemporary composers who have mad
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Bennett:

The particular book Contemporary Music: Theoretical and Philosophical Perspectives has a lot info on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous
author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to
read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Jacqueline Ramos:

Why? Because this Contemporary Music: Theoretical and Philosophical Perspectives is an unordinary book
that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book
will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Charlie Hartman:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Contemporary Music: Theoretical and Philosophical
Perspectives why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Catherine Stoltenberg:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and Contemporary Music: Theoretical and
Philosophical Perspectives as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the
truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those books are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes Contemporary Music: Theoretical and Philosophical Perspectives to make
your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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