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Starting with Freud's "projection theory" of religion-that belief in God is merely a product of man's desire for
security-Professor Vitz argues that psychoanalysis actually provides a more satisfying explanation for
atheism. Disappointment in one's earthly father, whether through death, absence, or mistreatment, frequently
leads to a rejection of God. A biographical survey of influential atheists of the past four centuries shows that
this "defective father hypothesis" provides a consistent explanation of the "intense atheism" of these thinkers.
A survey of the leading intellectual defenders of Christianity over the same period confirms the hypothesis,
finding few defective fathers. Professor Vitz concludes with an intriguing comparison of male and female
atheists and a consideration of other psychological factors that can contribute to atheism.

Professor Vitz does not argue that atheism is psychologically determined. Each man, whatever his
experiences, ultimately chooses to accept God or reject him. Yet the cavalier attribution of religious faith to
irrational, psychological needs is so prevalent that an exposition of the psychological factors predisposing
one to atheism is necessary.
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From reader reviews:

Melvin Loch:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a book. The book Faith of the Fatherless: The Psychology of Atheism it is quite good to
read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. When
you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read
this book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Cheryl Grosvenor:

Faith of the Fatherless: The Psychology of Atheism can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving
his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Faith of the Fatherless: The Psychology
of Atheism although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into new
stage of crucial thinking.

Arthur Haynes:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your limited time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to be study. Faith of
the Fatherless: The Psychology of Atheism can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person
who have those short time problems.

Heather Vazquez:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for
you is Faith of the Fatherless: The Psychology of Atheism this guide consist a lot of the information in the
condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.
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