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Louisville native John Jacob Niles (1892–1980) is considered to be one of our nation's most influential
musicians. As a composer and balladeer, Niles drew inspiration from the deep well of traditional
Appalachian and African American folk songs. At the age of sixteen Niles wrote one of his most enduring
tunes, "Go 'Way from My Window," basing it on a song fragment from a black farm worker. This iconic
song has been performed by folk artists ever since and may even have inspired the opening line of Bob
Dylan's "It Ain't Me Babe."

In I Wonder as I Wander: The Life of John Jacob Niles, the first full-length biography of Niles, Ron Pen
offers a rich portrait of the musician's character and career. Using Niles's own accounts from his journals,
notebooks, and unpublished autobiography, Pen tracks his rise from farm boy to songwriter and folk
collector extraordinaire. Niles was especially interested in documenting the voices of his fellow World War I
soldiers, the people of Appalachia, and the spirituals of African Americans. In the 1920s he collaborated with
noted photographer Doris Ulmann during trips to Appalachia, where he transcribed, adapted, and arranged
traditional songs and ballads such as "Pretty Polly" and "Black Is the Color of My True Love's Hair."

Niles's preservation and presentation of American folk songs earned him the title of "Dean of American
Balladeers," and his theatrical use of the dulcimer is credited with contributing to the popularity of that
instrument today. Niles's dedication to the folk music tradition lives on in generations of folk revival artists
such as Jean Ritchie, Joan Baez, and Oscar Brand. I Wonder as I Wander explores the origins and influences
of the American folk music resurgence of the 1950s and 1960s, and finally tells the story of a man at the
forefront of that movement.
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From reader reviews:

Paula Mendoza:

This I Wonder as I Wander: The Life of John Jacob Niles book is not ordinary book, you have after that it
the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you
will get. This specific I Wonder as I Wander: The Life of John Jacob Niles without we recognize teach the
one who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry I Wonder as I
Wander: The Life of John Jacob Niles can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves'
grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This I Wonder as I Wander:
The Life of John Jacob Niles having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Kayla Wilson:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this I Wonder as I Wander: The
Life of John Jacob Niles book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Charles Wagoner:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this I Wonder as I Wander: The Life of John
Jacob Niles book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand
by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing
skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt I Wonder as I Wander: The Life of John Jacob Niles
as good book not simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't
determine book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come
on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

William Culley:

This I Wonder as I Wander: The Life of John Jacob Niles is completely new way for you who has curiosity
to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this I Wonder as I
Wander: The Life of John Jacob Niles can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside
that book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is certainly reachable
by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in e-book form make them
feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially this one.
You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-



book sort for your better life along with knowledge.
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