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This is the first book in any language to offer a comprehensive analysis of the political culture of the Russian
Revolution. Orlando Figes and Boris Kolonitskii examine the diverse ways that language and other symbols
- including flags and emblems, public rituals, songs, and codes of dress - were used to identify competing
sides and to create new meanings in the political struggles of 1917. The Revolution was in many ways a
battle to control these systems of symbolic meaning, the authors find. The party or faction that could master
the complexities of the lexicon of the revolution was well on its way to mastering the revolution itself. The
book explores how key words and symbols took on different meanings in various social and political
contexts. 'Democracy', 'the people', or 'the working class', for example, could define a wide range of
identities and moral worlds in 1917. In addition to such ambiguities, cultural tensions further complicated the
revolutionary struggles. Figes and Kolonitskii consider the fundamental clash between the Western political
discourse of the socialist parties and the traditional political culture of the Russian masses. They show how
the particular conditions and perceptions that coloured Russian politics in 1917 led to the emergence of the
cult of the revolutionary leader and the culture of the Terror. Orlando Figes was Professor of History at
Birkbeck College, London. He is the author of 'Peasant Russia', 'Civil War' and 'A People's Tragedy: The
Russian Revolution 1891-1924'. Boris Kolonitskii was Senior Researcher at the Institute of History of the
Academcy of Sciences in St. Petersburg.
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From reader reviews:

Willene Choate:

The book Interpreting the Russian Revolution: The Language and Symbols of 1917 has a lot associated with
on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to
read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Mindy Marcotte:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lots of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare
time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading guides. It
can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is Interpreting the
Russian Revolution: The Language and Symbols of 1917.

Richard Simpson:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Interpreting the Russian Revolution: The Language and Symbols of
1917 why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint
you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly assist you to pick up this book.

Jack Jackson:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Interpreting the Russian Revolution:
The Language and Symbols of 1917 can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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