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Origins of the Organic Agriculture Debate takes an historical look at two contrasting streams of ideas. The
first view comprises the flow of ideas in chemistry and biology that have created the conditions for modern
medicine, modern food production and the biotechnological revolution. The second view is the "vitalist"
reaction to the rise of modern science and the resulting rejection of modern agriculture.

Contemporary proponents of "organic" agriculture and the anti-genetically modified food movement believe
that "pure" food confers some special kind of virtue both on those who produce it and those who consume it.
They fail to acknowledge that organic chemistry, genetics, and molecular biology have been as essential to
twentieth century advances in agriculture such as plant breeding, and are instrumental to ensuring that there
is enough food for everyone.

Origins of the Organic Agriculture Debate

Begins with an exploration of the factors involved in our modern fear of technology, a fear which forms the●

foundation for anti-technology beliefs and practices.
Argues that vitalism is at the core of an array of contemporary anti-science and anti-technology●

movements.
Helps readers fully understand the ferocity with which certain beliefs about homeopathic medicine and the●

"organic" are held against all evidence to the contrary.
Explains the history of nitrogen in life and in agriculture, countering myths of scarce resources and beliefs●

about the sufficiency of organic nitrogen to feed the world’s population.
Purports that technology creates resources, debunking the idea that resources are natural, fixed and finite.●

Updates and clarifies issues discussed in the author's previous works: A Theory of Technology (1985),●

Agriculture and Modern Technology (2001) and The Environment, Our Natural Resources and Modern
Technology (2002).

We need to better understand the forces of scientific and technological change if we are to control the
negative elements of these forces, continue to advance the development of science and technology, and
facilitate fuller participation in the benefits of our advancing capability to further the human endeavor.
Origins of the Organic Agriculture Debate will provide a basis for this understanding.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Enders:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read
one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Origins of the Organic
Agriculture Debate is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Kim Armstrong:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
any time those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Origins of the Organic Agriculture Debate as your daily
resource information.

Marie Williams:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this Origins
of the Organic Agriculture Debate, you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide.
Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Andrew Taylor:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Origins of the Organic
Agriculture Debate that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then how they react
toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but
for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good
habit, you may pick Origins of the Organic Agriculture Debate become your current starter.
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