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The classic and groundbreaking study of penal slavery throughout the ages is finally available again.
Previously a rare book — despite the fact that it is widely quoted and cited by scholars in the field of
sociology, penology, and criminology — this book can now be accessed easily worldwide and be assigned
again to classes.

Now in its fortieth anniversary edition, Sellin's classic book adds a new Foreword by Barry Krisberg at
Berkeley, and incorporates changes the author originally planned for a second printing, provided to Quid Pro
Books by the Special Collections Library at Penn. Part of the Classics of Law & Society Series from Quid
Pro, this edition also includes explanatory Notes of the Series Editor by Steven Alan Childress at Tulane.
The original printing's page numbers are inserted into the text, for continuity of referencing and convenience
for classroom assignment.

The book traces the direct and indirect influences of the social institution of chattel slavery on the evolution
of penal systems and practices in Europe and the United States — a dismal story. The author reveals the
darkest and most brutal aspects of penal history and the social forces that resisted or nullified the efforts of
reformers who sought to bring about humanization of the punishment. The book shows that domestic
punishments inflicted on slaves by masters later become legal punishments for crimes committed by low-
class freemen — eventually to become legal sanctions against offenders regardless of social status. A
dominant force is the class and caste structure of society that is reflected in the determination of what
conduct should be defined as criminal, who should be punished, and what the punishment should be. Topics
include ancient Greece and Rome, the Middle Ages in Europe, galley slaves and naval arsenal prisons in
maritime countries, penal creation of public works, the rise of houses of correction, invention of the
treadmill, practices in England and Russia, slavery in the antebellum South, and later U.S. chain gangs, penal
farms, and convict-lease system.

Also available in library-quality hardcover edition and in eBook formats.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Larios:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
if those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Slavery and the Penal System (Classics of Law & Society) as
your daily resource information.

Staci Eager:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Slavery and the Penal System (Classics of Law & Society) the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get prior to. The Slavery and the Penal System (Classics of Law & Society) giving
you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful information for your
better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going
to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?

Marcia Marshall:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Slavery and the Penal System
(Classics of Law & Society) that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading practice all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better
then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only
for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to
start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick Slavery and the Penal System (Classics of Law &
Society) become your own personal starter.

Anna Baron:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the
top checklist in your reading list will be Slavery and the Penal System (Classics of Law & Society). This
book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person. By



looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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