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In 1853, a survey team under Amiel W. Whipple set out for California from Fort Smith, Arkansas, in
search of a transcontinental railroad route. In addition to studying the engineering obstacles for the railroad,
the party collected natural history specimens in this unexplored and dangerous corner of America—and
when the expedition entered New Mexico, it requested an additional military escort to guard against hostile
Indians. An 1848 West Point graduate, Lt. John C. Tidball had only recently arrived at Fort Defiance in New
Mexico, when he received his orders to join the surveying party. Although his official duties were strictly
military, Tidball began sketching as soon as he joined the expedition, and his talents made him an
indispensable member of Whipple’s artistic staff. This book offers a new look at the Whipple expedition
through the lens of a newly discovered manuscript of Tidball’s memoirs—the only firsthand account of the
35th parallel survey to be discovered in nearly thirty years. Soldier-Artist of the Great Reconnaissance
includes much of the material from this manuscript, giving us John Tidball’s pungent observations on the
journey as well as striking examples of his artwork. Melding the observations of several diarists—which
sometimes presented opposing viewpoints—author Eugene Tidball offers a new perspective on the Whipple
expedition that focuses on the diverse personalities of the party and on the Native Americans they
encountered along the way. The Pacific Railroad Surveys were among the most important explorations of
North America ever undertaken. Eugene Tidball’s account of this journey tells how the artistic and literary
contributions of John Tidball, his distant cousin, enrich our understanding of what the survey party saw and
thought as they crossed the continent. Soldier-Artist of the Great Reconnaissance recaptures the Whipple
expedition’s trials and triumphs as it documents the unusual talents of one of its most versatile members.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Johnson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled Soldier-Artist of the Great Reconnaissance: John C. Tidball and the
35th Parallel Pacific Railroad Survey. Try to face the book Soldier-Artist of the Great Reconnaissance: John
C. Tidball and the 35th Parallel Pacific Railroad Survey as your good friend. It means that it can to become
your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for yourself. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know everything by the
book. So , we should make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Louise Villanueva:

The book Soldier-Artist of the Great Reconnaissance: John C. Tidball and the 35th Parallel Pacific Railroad
Survey give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot
more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem along with
your subject. If you can make looking at a book Soldier-Artist of the Great Reconnaissance: John C. Tidball
and the 35th Parallel Pacific Railroad Survey to become your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You are
able to know everything if you like wide open and read a publication Soldier-Artist of the Great
Reconnaissance: John C. Tidball and the 35th Parallel Pacific Railroad Survey. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Cecil Hardin:

The reserve untitled Soldier-Artist of the Great Reconnaissance: John C. Tidball and the 35th Parallel Pacific
Railroad Survey is the reserve that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the reserve
content that will be shown to an individual. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the
information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book
of Soldier-Artist of the Great Reconnaissance: John C. Tidball and the 35th Parallel Pacific Railroad Survey
from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Michael Clements:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
called of book Soldier-Artist of the Great Reconnaissance: John C. Tidball and the 35th Parallel Pacific
Railroad Survey. Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it can add your
knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can



bring you from one destination to other place.
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