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The fugitive is the sinister hero of many a novel (Light in August, Beloved), the luminary in a cluster of
motion pictures and in other popular entertainment (Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid, Bonnie and Clyde,
The Fugitive, Thelma and Louise), and a headliner for the daily news (O. J. Simpson, Osama bin Laden).
Yet, although a paradigm and symbol, seldom has the fugitive figure been the focus of literary or cultural
discussion.

Correcting that oversight, this book maps changing landscapes of criminal flight in American texts by
focusing on the twenty years between 1932 and 1952, the period when the codes of J. Edgar Hoover’s FBI
first prevailed. It was the time that policing was modernized and reconfigured, a time when law enforcement
fought to redeem itself from the corruption and compromise of Prohibition.

The young Hoover was the star of this rehabilitation. His administrative innovations were matched only by
his tireless effort to shape public sentiment about crime. His complex system employed information and
communication technology as a way to overcome the obstacles posed by disparate jurisdictions, regional
difference, and the remoteness of America’s hinterlands. As he united these regions in a coherent body, a
national whole, he transformed the geography of American crime.

Within this cultural context, On the Lam aligns fugitive slave narratives, classics of noir, works by Richard
Wright and Ralph Ellison, and narratives of the deadly contest between Hoover’s FBI and the charismatic
Midwestern bandit, John Dillinger. These bear witness not only to a project of law and order but also to the
conception and deployment of a coordination and surveillance network that thrust policing power far beyond
the presence of the officer.

Even as the fugitives depicted in these works seek the wilderness beyond the policed frontier, On the Lam
finds their tales to be an exacting gauge of America’s final transit into modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Hollars:

The book On the Lam: Narratives of Flight in J. Edgar Hoover's America can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book On the
Lam: Narratives of Flight in J. Edgar Hoover's America? A number of you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share
all of these. Book On the Lam: Narratives of Flight in J. Edgar Hoover's America has simple shape however
you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and
read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Michael Thompson:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name On the Lam:
Narratives of Flight in J. Edgar Hoover's America suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-
known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled On the Lam: Narratives of Flight in J. Edgar Hoover's
Americais the main one of several books this everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of
people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just
before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the
core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help
you to see the represented of the world with this book.

Carolyn Bailey:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this On the Lam: Narratives of Flight in J.
Edgar Hoover's America guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that
may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism
On the Lam: Narratives of Flight in J. Edgar Hoover's America as good book but not only by the cover but
also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you
still needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you
so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Clyde Connell:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but also novel and On the Lam: Narratives of Flight in J. Edgar
Hoover's America or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a
book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well as students



especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
guide, any other book likes On the Lam: Narratives of Flight in J. Edgar Hoover's America to make your
spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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