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RENEWING OUR UNDERSTANDING OF ISLAM IN TODAY S WORLD

Islam, in many of its current guises, no longer resembles its original Message. In a world of intractable
conflicts plagued by political Islam and Islamophobia and where other forms of fundamentalism within the
major religious creeds are on the rise, as well this book serves as a reminder. It aims to recover and reaffirm
Islam s underlying and guiding principles. Setting out to distinguish the divine from the human in order to
elucidate the pristine nature of the divine Message, Mahmassani reasserts Islam s universal, secular, and
progressive character.
In Part One of this comprehensive and meticulously researched volume, the author places the Message of
Islam within its historic, geographic, and cultural contexts. Focusing on the primacy of the Holy Qur'an
among the sources of Islam, he examines the controversies which have surrounded the Prophetic Tradition
Sunna and Hadith as a source of Islam, demonstrating the full scope of Islam s universality. In Part Two he
goes on to clarify Islam s secular nature by reconsidering inherited beliefs about the relationship between
Islam and the state, and Islam and Sharia a law, revealing Islam s inherent humanism. This leads, in Part
Three, to reflections on the progressive nature of Islam, and on the importance of the role of the mind in
understanding and taking full benefit of religion as an engine of progress. In particular, the author focuses on
human rights, including issues of human dignity, freedom of faith, and gender equality.
Islam in Retrospect: Recovering the Message is a rich contribution to continuing efforts to reform
perceptions of Islam. Scholars and students in the fields of Islamic studies, religion, and the humanities,
teachers, policy makers, and general readers will find this carefully constructed sourcebook invaluable for its
fresh outlook and approach to understanding Islam and Muslim Scriptures in the light of today s world. As
Mahmassani affirms, Islam, as a divine message, has been and continuously remains perfect."
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From reader reviews:

Lewis Tuggle:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the world,
the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book Islam in Retrospect: Recovering
the Message. All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet resources
or other social media.

Luciana Findley:

Here thing why this particular Islam in Retrospect: Recovering the Message are different and reliable to be
yours. First of all studying a book is good but it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content
is as tasty as food or not. Islam in Retrospect: Recovering the Message giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Islam in Retrospect:
Recovering the Message. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the
thing which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be having difficulties in
bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Islam in Retrospect: Recovering the Message in e-book can
be your alternate.

Ruby Harris:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Islam in Retrospect: Recovering the
Message, you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind
of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called
reading friends.

George Medrano:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Islam in Retrospect: Recovering the Message was bright
colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Islam in Retrospect: Recovering the
Message has many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator
Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you
bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like
reading that.
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