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The Shakers, once a radical religious sect whose members were despised and harassed by their fellow
Americans, have in recent years become celebrated--and sentimentalized--for their communal way of life,
the simplicity of their worship, their belief in celibacy, pacifism, and equality of the sexes, and not least their
superb furniture and handicrafts. This monumental book is the first general history of the Shakers from their
origins in eighteenth-century England to the present day. Drawing on written and oral testimony by Shakers
over the past two centuries, Stephen J. Stein offers a full and often revisionist account of the movement: their
charismatic leaders, the early years in revolutionary New York and New England, the expansion into the
West, the maturation and growth of the sect before the Civil War, the decline in their fortunes after the war,
the painful adjustments to society Shakers had to make during the first half of the twentieth century, the
renaissance of interest after 1950, and the "forbidden topic" within contemporary Shakerism--the conflict
between the two remaining villages at Canterbury, New Hampshire, and Sabbathday Lake, Maine. Stein
provides many new interpretations of the Shaker experience. He reassesses the role of founder Ann Lee,
emphasizes the impact of the western Shaker settlements on the course of the society's history, and describes
the variety of cultural enterprises that have obscured the religious and historical dimensions of the Shakers.
Throughout Stein places the Shaker experience within the wider context of American life and shows how the
movement has evolved to deal with changing times. Shattering the romantic myth that has been
perpetuatedabout the quaint and peaceful Shakers, Stein portrays a group that is factious, practical, and fully
human.
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From reader reviews:

Dora Dickey:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question simply
because just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this The Shaker Experience in America: A History of
the United Society of Believers to read.

Tammy Campbell:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a new book. It
is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the whole day to
reading a guide. The book The Shaker Experience in America: A History of the United Society of Believers
it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying
reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-
book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book
has high quality.

Raymond Langford:

You can find this The Shaker Experience in America: A History of the United Society of Believers by
browse the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can
you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's
try to choose proper ways for you.

Candace Hernandez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know
that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually The Shaker Experience in
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