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When Bombay changed its name to Mumbai in 1995, it was the culmination of a long process that
transformed India's primary symbol of modernity and cultural diversity into a site of intense ethnic conflict
and violent nationalism. Wages of Violence is a startling account of how the city's atmosphere, dominant
public languages, and power structures have changed since the 1960s.

The book centers on how Shiv Sena, a militant Hindu movement, has advanced a new, ''plebeian'' political
culture and has undermined democratic rule in India's premier city. Drawing on a large body of archival
material and conversations with people from all walks of life, Thomas Blom Hansen paints a vivid picture of
this dynamic and violent movement.

Challenging conventional views of recent trends in Indian politics, Hansen shows that the xenophobic public
culture of today's Mumbai has deep roots in the region's history and its contested identities. We are also
given revealing insights into the city's Muslim communities and the authorities' understanding and control of
the ethno-religious subcultures in the city. Hansen argues cogently that Shiv Sena's success represents the
violent possibilities of the ''vernacularization'' of democracy in India. Unfolding at a juncture where the
globalization of India's economy is having a deepening impact on the lives of ordinary people, this is a story
that resonates with the directions urban growth is taking both elsewhere in India and beyond.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Endsley:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What
did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question because just their
can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need this Wages of Violence: Naming and Identity in Postcolonial
Bombay. to read.

Lawrence Scuderi:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure
than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Wages of
Violence: Naming and Identity in Postcolonial Bombay. book as beginning and daily reading publication.
Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Amanda Despain:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Wages of Violence: Naming and
Identity in Postcolonial Bombay. book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data
in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Bradley Ray:

This book untitled Wages of Violence: Naming and Identity in Postcolonial Bombay. to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in it.
You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher with
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in
your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.
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